
 
SEEING IS BELIEVING 

ODD FELLOWS AND
REBEKAHS 

VISUAL 
RESEARCH 

FOUNDATION 

"SEEING IS BELIEVING," AND VISION
HOLDS THE KEY TO SIGHT. OUR EYES
ARE OUR CONTACT WITH THE WORLD.
To WHATEVER DEGREE WE LOSE SIGHT,
W E  L O S E  T O U C H  W I T H  O U R
SURROUNDINGS, AND THE QUALITY OF
LIFE IS AFFECTED. BLINDNESS IS THE
M O S T  F E A R E D  O F  A L L  H U M A N
DISABILITIES. 

TODAY SCIENTISTS, FORTIFIED WITH
UNPRECEDENTED SKILLS, KNOWLEDGE
AND TECHNOLOGY ARE INTENSIFYING
THEIR RESEARCH ATTACK AGAINST
B L I N D N E S S  A N D  A R E  O N  T H E
T H R E S H O L D  O F  U N L O C K I N G  M O R E
D O O R S  T O  S I G H T  F O R  M A N Y  W H O
SUFFER FROM A WIDE RANGE OF EYE
DISEASES AND VISION PROBLEMS. 

F O R  E X A M P L E ,  T H E  W I L M E R  E Y E
I N S T I T U T E .  T H E  J O H N S  H O P K I N S
HOSPITAL HAS BEEN AT THE FOREFRONT
OF EYE RESEARCH,  TEACHING AND
PATIENT CARE SINCE IT WAS FOUNDED
I N  1 9 2 5 .  Y E A R  A F T E R  Y E A R ,  T H E
WILMER EYE INSTITUTE LEADS THE TOP-
RANKING EYE INSTITUTES IN THE UNITED
STATES. 

O U R  G O A L  I S  T O  I N C R E A S E  T H E
ENDOWMENT TO WILMER INSTITUTE TO
$ 2 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 .  T H I S  W I L L  I N S U R E
T H A T  A L L  E X P E N S E S  O F  T H E  O D D
FELLOW/REBEKAH PROFESSOR WILL
BE COVERED . 

I N D E P E N D E N T  O R D E R  O F   

O D D  F E L L O W S  

SEEING 

IS 

BELIEVING  



 
ODD FELLOWS PROFESSOR ODD FELLOWS PROFESSOR D R .  J A M P E L  H A S  S T A T E D ,  " I  A M  

THRILLED TO BE NAMED THE THIRD ODD 
F E L L O W S  P R O F E S S O R  O F  
OPHTHALMOLOGY AT THE WILMER EYE 
INSTITUTE. THIS ENDOWED CHAIR IS A 
MARRIAGE OF TWO GREAT MISSIONS, 
THAT OF THE ODD FELLOWS TO GIVE AID 
TO THOSE IN NEED AND THAT OF THE 
WILMER EYE INSTITUTE TO REDUCE 
SUFFERING FROM BLINDNESS THROUGH 
LEADERSHIP AND EXCELLENCE IN 
RESEARCH, EDUCATION, AND PATIENT 
CARE. TO OCCUPY AN ENDOWED CHAIR 
PREVIOUSLY HELD BY DR. ARTHUR 
SILVERSTEIN AND DR. W. RICHARD 
GREEN, TWO OF THE MOST ILLUSTRIOUS 
NAMES IN OPHTHALMOLOGY, IS TRULY A 
G R E A T  H O N O R .  I  W I L L  WO R K  M Y  
HARDEST TO BE A WORTHY RECIPIENT 
OF THIS GIFT FROM THE ODD FELLOWS 
TO THE WILMER EYE INSTITUTE AND THE 
JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY SCHOOL 
OF MEDICINE." 
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MEMBER REFERRALS TO WILMERMEMBER REFERRALS TO WILMER

ODD FELLOWS AND REBEKAHS WHO 
WISH TO HAVE SERIOUS EYE PROBLEMS 
R E F E R R E D  T O  T H E  W I L M E R  E Y E  
INSTITUTE FOR REVIEW BY THE ODD 
FELLOWS PROFESSOR MAY DO SO BY: 

1.  A LETTER FROM YOUR LODGE 
SECRETARY OR THE GRAND LODGE 
OR REBEKAH ASSEMBLY STATING 
YOU  A RE  A  ME MBE R I N  GOOD  
STANDING MUST ACCOMPANY THE 
REFERRAL REQUEST FROM THE DR. 

2.  REQUESTING THE INDIVIDUAL'S 
OPHTHALMOLOGIST TO FILL OUT AN 
ODD FELLOW/REBEKAH VISUAL 
RESEARCH FOUNDATION REFERRAL 
FORM AND SEND IT WITH THE 
PATIENT'S RECORDS DIRECTLY TO 
DR. JAMPEL AT THE WILMER EYE 
INSTITUTE. 
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DR. HENRY D. JAMPEL, M.D., M.H.S.
WAS NAMED THE INDEPENDENT ORDER
OF ODD FELLOWS PROFESSOR OF
OPHTHALMOLOGY ON MAY 6, 2006. 
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OF ODD FELLOWS PROFESSOR OF
OPHTHALMOLOGY ON MAY 6, 2006. 

DR. JAMPEL'S RESEARCH CAREER HAS
ENCOMPASSED BOTH LABORATORY AND
C L I N I C A L  R E S E A R C H .  H E  W A S  A
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR ON THE
COLLABORATIVE INITIAL GLAUCOMA
TREATMENT STUDY, A MULTI-CENTER
STUDY COMPARING MEDICAL AND
SURGICAL TREATMENT FOR GLAUCOMA
IN NEWLY DIAGNOSED PATIENTS. HE IS
ALSO ONE OF THE INVESTIGATORS IN
THE OCULAR HYPERTENSION TREAT-
M E N T  S T U D Y .  D R .  J A M P E L  I S
CURRENTLY WORKING WITH A TEAM ON
IMAGING DEVICES FOR THE DETECTION
OF GLAUCOMA AND ITS PROGRESSION. 
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(FORMS ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH THE 
OFFICES OF THE GRAND SECRETARIES,
(FORMS ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH THE 
OFFICES OF THE GRAND SECRETARIES, 



ASSEMBLY SECRETARIES OR THROUGH
THE CHAIRMAN OF THE ODD FELLOWS
A N D  R E B E K A H S  V I S U A L  R E S E A R C H
FOUNDATION) 

 
H U G H  J .  B R A D L E Y   

D I S T I G U I S H E D  S E R V I C E  A W A R D  

THE HUGH J. BRADLEY DISTINGUISHED
S E R V I C E  A W A R D  I S  P R E S E N T E D
ANNUALLY TO AN INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP
FOR OUTSTANDING DEDICATION AND
E F F O R T  I N  T H E  P R E S E R V A T I O N  O F
SIGHT. THE AWARD WAS ESTABLISHED
IN 1996  AS  A  TRIBUTE TO THE LATE
HUGH J .  BRADLEY,  PAST SOVEREIGN
GRAND MASTER, AND FIRST CHAIRMAN
OF THE ODD FELLOWS AND REBEKAHS
VISUAL  RESEARCH FOUNDATION .  IT
WAS  THROUGH H IS  FORES IGHT AND
WORK THAT THE ORDER ESTABLISHED A
RESEARCH CHAIR IN OPHTHALMOLOGY
A T  T H E  W I L ME R  E Y E  I N S T I T UT E  A T
J O H N S  H O P K I N S  U N I V E R S I T Y  I N
BALTIMORE. 

PP Po. PP' 

K E Y  C L U B  
T H E  F U N D I N G  F O R  W O R K  A N D
PROGRAMS OF THE ODD FELLOWS AND
R E B E K A H S  V I S U A L  R E S E A R C H
FOUNDATION IS MADE POSSIBLE BY THE
` P E R  M E M B E R  C A M P A I G N ' .  L O D G E S
A N D  U N I T S  O F  T H E  O R D E R  W H I C H
DONATE ARE RECOGNIZED WITH KEY
CLUB CERTIFICATES PRESENTED AT THE
ANNUAL SESSIONS OF THE SOVEREIGN
G R A N D  L O D G E ,  I N T E R N A T I O N A L
ASSOCIATION OF REBEKAH, GENERAL
MILITARY COUNCIL AND INTERNATIONAL
ASSOCIATION LADIES AUXILIARY. 

M A R G A R E T  L .  W A T T S   
ENDOWME NT  TRUST  

BIG EYE LAMPS 

THE BIG EYE MAGNIFIER LAMPS, WHICH
H A V E  H E L P E D  MA N Y  ME MB E R S  A N D
FRIENDS WHO HAVE VISION PROBLEMS
OR FOR USE IN HOBBIES AND CRAFTS,
ARE AVAILABLE BY CONTACTING THE
ODD FELLOW AND  REBEKAH V ISUAL
RESEARCH FOUNDATION CHAIRMAN. 

Wesley Nelson,  Chai rman 
24 Northmount,Dr NW 

Calgary AB T2K 3E8 
Canada 

T e l :  4 0 3 - 2 7 4 - 4 6 4 4  
F a x :  4 0 3 - 2 7 4 - 4 6 4 4  
Email:  

ewnelson@telusplanet.net dona
tions: 

C/O The Sovereign

THE MARGARET L. WATTS SCHOLARS
AND FELLOWS ENDOWMENT TRUST AT
T H E  W I L M E R  E Y E  I N S T I T U T E  W A S
E S TA B L IS HE D  T O  H ON O R  T H E  L A T E
M A R G A R E T  W A T T S ,  W H O  W A S
PRESIDENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF REBEKAH ASSEMBLIES
AT THE TIME THE THEN ODD FELLOW
W O R L D  E Y E  B A N K  A N D  V I S U A L
R E S E A R C H  F O U N D A T I O N  W A S
ESTABLISHED AND WHO SERVED AS THE
FIRST EXECUTIVE SECRETARY FOR THE
FOUNDATION. 

H U G H  J .  B R A D L E Y   
EYE RESEARCH FUND 

THROUGH A $50,000 GIFT FROM THE
JURISDICTION OF TENNESSEE, A TRUST
HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED AT THE WILMER
E Y E  I NS T IT U T E  T O  HON O R  FORME R  

 Grand Lodge, IOOF 

830 

422 Trade Street 

Winston-Salem NC 27101-2
United States of Amer ica

ftp://Email:__ewnelson@telusplanet.net/


SOVEREIGN GRAND MASTER, THE LATE
H U G H  J .  B R A D L Y  F R O M  T H E
JURISDICT ION  OF  TE NNESSEE ,  WHO
SERVED AS THE FIRST CHAIRMAN OF THE
ODD FELLOWS AND REBEKAHS VISUAL
RESEARCH FOUNDATION. 
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JURISDICT ION  OF  TE NNESSEE ,  WHO
SERVED AS THE FIRST CHAIRMAN OF THE
ODD FELLOWS AND REBEKAHS VISUAL
RESEARCH FOUNDATION. 

T H E  T R U S T  P R O V I D E S  F U N D S  T O
SUPPORT RESEARCH INTO THE MOST
COMMON BLINDING EYE DISEASE OF THE
TIME DETERMINED BY THE DIRECTOR OF
THE WILMER EYE INSTITUTE. 
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G R I F F I N - S T E V E N S - S W I T Z E R   
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THE GRIFFIN-STEVENS-SWITZER RESEARCH
F U N D  W A S  E S T A B L I S H E D  A T  T H E
WI L ME R  E Y E  I N S T I TU T E  IN 1 99 3 .  IT
WAS A TRIBUTE TO LONG-TIME PAST
CHAIRMAN JOHN GRIFFIN, WHO DIED IN
1992. ALSO TO Lois K. STEVENS, PAST
PRESIDENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL
A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  R E B E K A H  A S S E M -
BLIES, WHO SERVED AS SECRETARY OF
THE FOUNDATION FOR 20 YEARS AND
FOR GERMAINE SWITZER WHO SERVED
AS SECRETARY OF THE FOUNDATION
FOR 1 3 YEARS. 
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J U R I S D I C T I O N S  I N  S I G H T  J U R I S D I C T I O N S  I N  S I G H T  

THIRTY-FIVE STATES AND FIVE THIRTY-FIVE STATES AND FIVE 
C A N A D I A N  P R O V I N C E S  H A V E
C O N T R A C T S  W I T H  THE O D D  F E L L O W
A N D  R E B E K A H  V I S U A L  R E S E A R C H
F O U N D A T I O N  F O R  L O C A L  E Y E
PROGRAMS. THEY ARE: 

ALBERTA MISSISSIPPI  ALBERTA MISSISSIPPI  
ARIZONA NEBRASKA ARIZONA NEBRASKA 
AT L AN T I C  P R O V i n c e s  NEVADA AT L AN T I C  P R O V i n c e s  NEVADA 
BRITISH COLUMBIA NEW HAMPSHIRE BRITISH COLUMBIA NEW HAMPSHIRE 
CALIFORNIA NEW JERSEY CALIFORNIA NEW JERSEY 
COLORADO NEW YORK COLORADO NEW YORK 
CONNECTICUT NORTH CAROLINA CONNECTICUT NORTH CAROLINA 
DELAWARE OHIO DELAWARE OHIO 
FLORIDA OKLAHOMA FLORIDA OKLAHOMA 
GEORGIA OREGON GEORGIA OREGON 
IDAHO PENNSYLVANIA IDAHO PENNSYLVANIA 
ILLINOIS SASKATCHEWAN ILLINOIS SASKATCHEWAN 
IOWA SOUTH CAROLINA IOWA SOUTH CAROLINA 
KANSAS TENNESSEE KANSAS TENNESSEE 
LOUISIANA TEXAS LOUISIANA TEXAS 
MAINE VERMONT MAINE VERMONT 
MANITOBA V IRGINIA MANITOBA V IRGINIA 
MASSACHUSETTS WASHINGTON MASSACHUSETTS WASHINGTON 
MICHIGAN WEST VIRGINIA MICHIGAN WEST VIRGINIA 
MINNESOTA WYOMING MINNESOTA WYOMING 

J U R I S D I C T O N AL  P R O J E C T S  J U R I S D I C T O N AL  P R O J E C T S  

P U R C H A S E  O F  E Q U I P M E N T  F O R  
MEDICAL SCHOOLS AND EYE CLINICS. 
OPERATION OF EYE BANKS. 
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PURCHASE OF EYE GLASSES FOR NEEDY 
AND ELDERLY. 
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P R I N T I N G  O F  O D D  F E L L O W  A N D  
REBEKAH RITUALS IN BRAILLE. COLLECTING 
EYE GLASSES FOR THIRD WORLD 
COUNTRIES. 

P R I N T I N G  O F  O D D  F E L L O W  A N D  
REBEKAH RITUALS IN BRAILLE. COLLECTING 
EYE GLASSES FOR THIRD WORLD 
COUNTRIES. 
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C A N A D I A N  P R O V I N C E S  H A V E
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Aat Aat 

IRENE  SKOP  ME MORIAL  FUNDIRENE  SKOP  ME MORIAL  FUND

A TRUST FUND WAS ESTABLISHED AT
T H E  W I L M E R  E Y E  I N S T I T U T E  A S  A
MEMORIAL TO THE LATE IRENE SKOP
WHO,  IN  HER CAPACITY AT  WILMER,
ACTED AS A LIAISON BETWEEN THE ODD
F E L L O W S  P R O F E S S O R  A N D  T H E
FOUNDATION FOR 35 YEARS. EARNINGS
FROM THE  FUND WILL  BE  USED  FOR
SPECIAL TRAINING FOR A MEMBER OF
THE WILMER SUPPORT STAFF WHO BEST
EXEMPLIFIES THE PERSONAL TRAITS OF
IRENE SKOP, WHO WAS A REBEKAH AND
A HUGH J .  BRADLEY DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE AWARD RECIPIENT. 
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